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How Does the DAF SBIR Program Solicit Proposals?

Two Types of SBIR Solicitations
1. Open Topics: innovative solutions that have not yet been identified as a need by the warfighter

2. Conventional (“Specific”) Topics: traditional SBIR topics, more narrowly-focused topic areas,
applicant proposals typically address a problem statement

Solicitation Methodologies

1. DAF Commercial Solutions Openings (CSOs):

a. Unitary document
b. Fewer topics per solicitation, usually one and sometimes two
All topics in each solicitation will reside in same program and same Phase, i.e. all topics in each

will either be Phase | SBIR, Phase | STTR, or D2P2 SBIR
d. Most terms and provisions are applicable to all topics contained in the document

C.

2. OSD Broad Agency Announcements (BAAs): used for triannual SBIR/STTR conventional topic

solicitation cycles promulgated by OSD
a. General solicitation terms and provisions are contained in the OSD “shell” BAA

b. Component-specific terms and provisions are contained within component-specific instructions
c. Mix of Phase | and D2P2 topics within same solicitation
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Open Topic Solicitation Requirements Structure

Same Solicitation = Same Program = Same Phase

Applicants can presume that each Open Topic CSO will contain same program

(SBIR v. STTR) topics and same Phase (Phase | or D2P2) topics

I.  Solicitation AFX23.6 = one SBIR D2P2 Open Topic

Il.  Solicitation AFX23.7 = one SBIR Phase | Open Topic
lli.  Solicitation AFX23.E = one STTR Phase | Open Topic
Iv. Solicitation AFX24.4 = one SBIR D2P2 Open Topic
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Topic Naming - Open Topic Phase | SBIR

A topic’s name tells a story.
Example below = upcoming 23.7

AFX237-0CS0O1 O = Out-of-Cycle (all CSOs are OOC)

CSO = Commercial Solutions Opening
AF = Component (DAF)

X = AFWERX Open Topic
23 = Fiscal Year (FY)

1 = topic sequence within that
individual solicitation

7 = Solicitation Sequence

e Out-of-Cycle (OOC) Topics start at 4
(4, 5, 6, 7)
e 7 = Fourth OOC topic of that FY
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Topic Naming - Open Topic Phase | STTR

A topic’s name tells a story.
Example below = upcoming 23.E

AFX23E-OT CSO1 O = Out-of-Cycle (all CSOs are OOC)
AF = Component (DAF)
X = AFWERX Open Topic
23 = Fiscal Year (FY)

CSO = Commercial Solutions Opening

1 = topic sequence within that

individual solicitation
E = Solicitation Sequence

e Out-of-Cycle (OOC) Topics start at D
(either D or E)
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Open Topic Annual Cycle

APR'23 MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN'24 FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT
Winter P1
23.5/D
with follow-on P2

Spring D2P2
23.6

Summer P1
23.7/E
with follow-on P2

Fall D2P2
24.4

Winter P1
24.5/D
with follow-on P2

Spring D2P2
24.6
Solicitation Phase 1 Phase 2 RFP Phase 2 P1PoP =3 months
Open Period Contract Award Open Period Contract Award P2/D2P2 PoP = 21 months
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SBIR Solicitation Structure

Open Topic solicitations are structured to address the
following information:

a. Submission of Proposals (information contained in cover sheet)

b. Program Description

c. Certifications

d. Proposal Preparation Instructions and Requirements

e. Method of Selection and Evaluation Criteria

f. Considerations

g. Research Topic(s) - to include scientific and technical information
sources

h. Attachments and Appendices - forms and data submission
requirements
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Forms and Data Submission Requirements

As of the most recent DAF SBIR CSO, solicitations will be
divided roughly into halves:
First Half

1. Non-deliverable applicant, program, solicitation, evaluations, topic
information.
2. "Things to know"

Second Half

1. Attachments and Appendices
2. “Things to submit”
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Cover Sheet and Solicitation-At-A-Glance

Cover Sheet

1. Outlines submission timeline
due dates
2. Outlines how to submit (DSIP

3. Customer support information
(DSIP Help Desk, USAF Vission-X)

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE (DAF)
SMALL BU ESS INNOVATION RESEARCH PROGRAM
COMMERCIAL SOLUTIONS OPE G (CSO)
DIRECT-TO-PHASE-I1 (D2P2) X236

P sision Tiomeli
5 April 2023 DAF begins scocpling peoposals
o 4 May 2003 Full proposals duc me Iater than 12:00 p.m ET
+  Deslline for Receipt: No cceptioes will be mude to the sbove sebmisson
deadline. DAF recurmmends carly subemission, s compuicr traflic intmafics
scar smsuncement clinang i v
i i fals, DAF is net
propmal wubmiviun dee to wwlem lag or imaccewi

aable for mnscd
y.

Propuul Submission Overvive

* A small busises concern may saly sebaiil use (1) propesal in respoase

o cach open tupic. Refer to Table | bduw for moes detads.

All propaah mt be propencd snd wabrmitizd throsgh the Department of

Defense (DOD) SBIRSTTR lenovation Portal (DSIP),

Bitpecwww. docbirstte il

o Esowrc spplicars cmuil addron & sccurate. DAF i not reposibic for
mixscd motifications due b spplicarts charging mailiog sddroses cresil
addroncs Gomparmy points of contact aller sehrmiaon wihoul nusfying the
DAF

o DSIP o the offical poetal for Do SBIR'STTR proposad sebessaicn.
Apphcarts arc royured W submit proposabs va DSEP. propeats wihmiticd
by sy other mear will be doscpasdod. Applacails submiltnyg oy tha
site for the firvt Geme will be asked o regoder. Applicante see requirad to
repiicr Sor a Loga. gov sccowst and Sk it 1o ther DSIP acooust

*  (lawified propoals sre NOT accopted.

SBIRSTTR Help Desk: For AF SBIR'STTR Program quostions, contact
tac USAF SHIR/STTR One Help Desk of 1-855-355- $360 e
wal s abintis.w.
DSIP Suppert Desk:
®  Referto the DSIP Cudumes Sapport Docusient for gencnal informaticn
seganding the Dob SEIUSTTR process in DSIP. For additional suistance
with the DSIP spplication, plene visit the Leammng & Support soction of the
DSIP at itp- O w dodubrstie mil s benin o Icarming s
Emad DSIP Sepport st DoDSBIR Sepport i reisystcm corm caly for farther
amistams with sauc perisinay dirccdy o e DSIP spplication. Quosdices
submiiticd lo DSIP Support will be sddecncd i the onder reccived darmg
mocreal operating hours (Mosday throsgh Friday, 9:002.m 1o 500 pm. ET)
o Applicasts arc raponsble for fulowing ALL troubloboctng guidece
_ provaded by DSIP Support. Applicanss are respoasible for rocaggaging with
A F V\/ — R X DSIP Suppoet if provaded troubleshooting lips do sl rewolve sppbcant

Sappe

virtaally never stteibutable 1o DSIP performance seecs
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Solicitation-At-A-Clance

1.
2.

Covers “big ticket” solicitation

iInformation
Topic Number, Topic Name, Deadline, Max
PoP, Maximum Budget, Tech Volume Page
Limit, Tech Volume Format, Performance

of Work Requirements

Salicitation Tepic
Naumber

L4 Glance

AFX236DPCSO!

Solicitation Tepic Name

Diret-to-Phasc-11 Call fur banovasive
Defemse-Relsacd Dust- P
Technologies Solusoas with 4 Clear
DAF Stakchobder Noo

CS0 Submivion Deadlise

4 May 2023 at 12:00pem {noca) ET.
proposals submsinad afier this date will
nol be coasidered for awird

Mavimam Period of
Performance

Tuwenty-one (21) Mosthe proposals
that cxoeed this duration will sot be
considered foe avard

Marimam SBIR Fundisg
Amsant

$1.250.000 00, proposals S cxceed
this amcant will st be corsadessd for
sward

Technical Volume Page
Limic

15 paes include page nusbers. Pages
s excens of 15 will not be reviewod.

Technical Volume Forsat

White Paper

Miniaswm Performance of
Work Reyuivement

A stinigmem of cac-half (S0%) of e
reseanch andior salytical work seust be
perfonmal by the proposing fem. The
percentage of work is messieed by both
direct and mdirect conts, not inclading
profi.

Asticigated Number of
Awsrds

The Govesnmeent cursently anticipales
making spprovissascly 110 awards
under this CSO. The Government
reserves the raght 10 makc no swands
under this solicitatice. The Govemment
i ot responsible for costs mcurred
befoee awand receipt

Section 7 of the SBIR and STTR
Extersicn Act of 202 sequires the DoD
1o establish mnovaton opes opic
sctivities in onder 1
(A) Increase the smitios of
commercial lechnokogy 10 the
Dol

(B) Expend the semall busscss
sorteaditicns] sdusrial base.

(C) Inerease commercistioation
devived from svestments of the
Dol and

(D) Expend the abilary for
qualifying senall busacis
concerte W prupose locdnekeay
solumicas 10 meet Bhe neads of
Be Dob.




Certifications

1. Objectives
General objectives for DAF SBIR program
2. Three Phases
Describes the three phases of the SBIR program
3. Eligibility
Describes eligibility requirements for the applicant
4. Performance Benchmarks

Revised as of 2022 - outlines minimum performance requirements of
SBIR-participating companies

5. Definitions
List of definitions relevant to SBIR program and solicitation
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Proposal Preparations and Instructions

1. Additional Reporting

Outlines data submissions required of SBIR awardees/oarticipants
(not necessarily applicants/offerors)

2. Administrative Proposal Matters

Includes “housekeeping proposal matters”: including requirements
for proprietary information, conflicts of interest, requirements
dependent upon types of research proposed

3. Proposal Contents
Moved to Appendix A
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Method of Selection and Evaluation Criteria

Arguably the most important information in the entire
solicitation! This section describes the exact way in which
proposals will be analyzed.

Criteria A: Commercialization Potential

Outlines the ways in which commercialization potential will be evaluated in the proposal to include:
record of commercialization, existence of follow-on commitments, funding commitments, as well as
transition strategy.

Criteria B: Defense Need
The appropriateness, relevance, and specificity of an identified Defense Need as well as the ways in
which applicants can demonstrate that Defense Need.

Criteria C: Technical Merit
The technical approach, soundness, technical merit, and innovation of proposed approach. Includes
qgualifications of Principal Investigator and proposed team.
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Considerations

Contains various “housekeeping” matters:

Number of awards

Types of awards

Payment schedules
Copyrights

Research and Analytics Work
Contractual Requirements

O hUWN -

This section contains a long list of potential contractual requirements if
your proposal is selected for awards and negotiations. This gives you a
“sample” of what the eventual award terms would look like.
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Solicitation Topic

Contains the following information:

Topic Title: “‘Phase | Call for Innovative Defense-Related Dual-Purpose
Technologies/Solutions with a Clear Air Force Stakeholder Need”

Critical Technology Areas

Topic Objective: Describes what the topic seeks on behalf of the DAF

Topic Description: Describes the DAF's conception of what constitutes an Open Topic
Phase I: Describes the types of activities the DAF expects during P1 performance
Phase II: Describes the types of activities the DAF expects during P2 performance
Phase IllI: Describes P3 transition

Notes / References / Keywords
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Attachments and Appendices (Second Half)

Outline the required data deliverables associated with the proposal itself

Attachments

Forms that are not necessarily directly related to the precise technical solution
the applicant is proposing

Appendices

Templates that outline the volume contents in DSIP. Not forms in and of
themselves, but walk applicants through the type of information the DAF will
expect to see from applicants.

ANFW=RX

AFVENTURES n




Appendix

Proposal Contents Table (All Volumes)

Proposal Cover Sheet Contents Table

Technical Volume Content Description (Volume 2) Table
Non-Proprietary Work Plan Outline Table
Commercialization Plan Outline Table

Cost Volume Description (Volume 3) Table

Supporting Documents (Volume 5) Table

ANFW=RX

AFVENTURES n




ANFW=RX

AFVENTURES

Still have questions?
Specific Topic: usaf.team@afsbirsttr.us

Open Topic Phase I: pl@afwerx.af.mil
Open Topic Phase II: p2@afwerx.af. mil
STRATFI/TACFI: stratfi.tacfi@afwerx.af.mil

Let us know how we are doing. Please complete the survey as you leave today's meeting.



